
Brighton and Hove U3A – Discovering the History of Hove Group 

What do we mean by Hove? 

There are plenty of signs of prehistoric settlement in and around the area now known as Hove.  A 

20-foot high Bronze Age  burial mound was destroyed in the creation of Palmeira Square and the 

remains of a Romano-British villa have been unearthed in West Blatchington 

By 1801 it was a hamlet of just 101 inhabitants in the parish of Hove which was about 780 acres.  By 

the time it merged with Brighton in 1997 it had grown  into a town with a population of 91,000 

spread over 6,900 acres.  

In 1723 a traveller, John Warburton, wrote: 

I passed through a ruinous village called Hove which the sea is daily eating up 
and is in a fair way of being quite deserted; but the church being quite large 
and a good distance from the shore may perhaps escape' 

The 
parish church he referred to was  this one: St Andrew’s in Church Road between 
Tescos and George Street.  

But at the time it had been sorely neglected, stood isolated in the fields north east of 
the village  and  looked more like this: 



 

The church tower is said to have fallen down in the 16
th
 Century and the stone used to 

construct it carted away for use on other buildings.  Another later view (below) shows 

the remains of the tower even more decrepit and the addition of a small belfry. St 

Andrews was rebuilt in 1832-4. 

 

This map of Lewes and its surroundings in 1797 shows the position of the church in 

relation to the main village street which became  known as Hove Street though it was 

originally part of the track known as Hove Drove which ran north towards 

Blatchington along the route we now know as Sackville Road and Nevill Road. 



 

 This map can be viewed online HERE  It shows: 

 Brighthelmstone to the east of Hove  

 The Roads north to the Dyke, 

Preston and London, Ditchling and 

Lewes and the Old Shoreham Road 

which forms the northern boundary 

of Hove Parish just south of 

Goldstone Bottom.  

 Wick Farm near what is now St 

Anne’s Well Gardens 

 The faint lines of the parish 

boundaries. 

The parish boundary began on the seafront 

in the east where the Peace Statue now stands and ran NNE up the middle of what is 

now Little Western Street and Boundary Passage.  It reached the Old Shoreham Road 

(OSR) on the corner of Stanford Road.  From there ran west along OSR south of 

Goldstone Bottom and past Hove Drove before turning SSE just about where 

http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/ordsurvdraw/l/zoomify82182.html


Homebase car park now is. It reached the beach between what is now Prince’s 

Crescent and Westbourne Gardens.  Below it is marked in blue. 

 

Goldstone Bottom later became Hove Park but was then outside the parish of Hove.  

 



This view of Hove, painted by George Hilditch around 1850 can be seen in Hove 

Museum.  It was painted from the Wick or Furze Hill and shows Wick Farm in the 

foreground and the newly rebuilt St Andrew’s Church beyond.  Running left from the 

church down towards the sea are the buildings of Hove Street. The painting shows 

how Hove stood amid open fields at this time.  The photographs of Hove Street below 

from the Regency Society’s  James Gray archive give an impression of what it was 

like at the beginning of the 20
th
 Century before it was widened and straightened.  

 

Hove Street 1915 looking south towards the sea  

 

Hove Street 1914 looking North towards the houses in Church Street (now Road).  

The building on the far right is Hove Manor. 



 

Looking south from the Church Road end of  Hove Street 1914.  The Connaught Hotel 

(1880) was set back in readiness for the wideneing and straightening of the roadway.  

Hove Manor (centre left) can be seen with its roof towers.  Below is the straight and 

wide Hove Street and the Connaught Hotel today. 

 



 

1914: Hove Street looking north from the seaward end.  The Ship Inn was built in 

1809 and rebuilt in the early 20
th
 Century.  It is now called the Ginger Pig.  Below is 

the 18
th

 Century Hove Manor, demolished in 1936. 

 



 

Brunswick Square 

 

This painting of Hove from Brighton again shows the church of St Andrews and Hove 

Street in the middle distance.  The hedge running right (north) beyond the church is 

probably marking 

the boundary 

between Hove and 

Aldrington 

parishes.  In the 

foreground the 

unknown artist has 

recorded the 

construction 

underway on the 

Regency-style 

terraces of 

Brunswick Square 

which began in 

1824 and were 

completed by 

1828. 

This was the start of the extension of Brighton over the parish boundary into Hove – 

not so much a development of Hove as an encroachment of Brighton into Hove. 



 

Adelaide Crescent to the west of Brunswick Town was begun in 1830 but progressed 

slowly. The plan for a crescent facing the sea (below) was later modified. 

 



Adelaide Crescent and Palmeira Square were completed in 1860. 

 

The Ordnance Survey Map (explore it online HERE) of 1875 shows Brunswick Town  

and Adelaide Crescent and the position of First and Second Avenues. 

http://maps.nls.uk/view/102347737


 

By 1875 construction  had barely begun on Hove’s widest avenues of what was to be 

called the West Brighton Estate. The land here belonged to the Stanford family but 

was entailed and so remained fields while debvelopment continued elsewhere.  

Further west 20 acres of land adjacent to Hove Street had been sold in the 1850s for 

development of  what was named Cliftonville, perhaps to avoid any association with 

the shabby environs  of Hove Street.  

The major streets were Osborne Villas, St Aubyns, Medina Villas and Albany Villas. 

But unlike the uniform building styles of Brunswick and Adelaide Crescent, the 

development of Cliftonville was more piecemeal with a large variety of houses. 

 

 

Osbourne Villas (above) and Medina Villas (below)   

 

 

 

 

 

 



• Cliftonville also extended north of Church Road 

• The  dwellings were less grand and built to a greater density 

• Goldstone Villas lead to the railway station 

• Today’s Hove station was originally known as Cliftonville (opened 1865) 

 

The gasworks in Hove (pictured here from one of the new houses of St Aubyn’s) was 

right beside St Andrew’s Church.  It is now the site of Tescos supermarket and car 

park. Between the gasworks and church tower the pale building of Cliftonville (now 

Hove) railway station can just be seen standing isolated in fields.  

A zoomable map of Cliftonville and Hove Street in 1875 (below) can be viewed 

online HERE 

   

http://maps.nls.uk/view/102347734


Work began on the West Brighton Estate on the  entailed Stanford land between 

Brunswick and Adelaide Terraces and Cliftonville in 1870. This included the wide 

boulevards of Grand Avenue and First, Second, Third and Fourth Avenues. 

 

Princes Hotel at the bottom of Grand Avenue (left)  

 

Tithe map of Hove parish showing land ownership.  



 



 Population of Aldrington:
 1801: 0

 1871: 27
 1901: 2,238

 1951: 13,574
 

Population Hove Parish: 

1801: 101 

1871: 11,277 

1901: 29,695 

1951: 69,535 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•  In 1894 Hove and Aldrington were combined in a new Hove Urban District 

•  In 1898 the Borough of Hove created by Royal Charte

• On 1 April 1928 Hove Borough was extended to include: 

Hangleton 

Preston Rural  

West Blatchington 

Parts of Patcham (Tongdean) and  

Parts of Brighton (west of Dyke Road 

•  On April 1 1974 Portslade was merged with the borough of Hove

•  Hove had grown from 778 acres to 6,790 acres

•  Almost 9 times the size of the old Hove parish

 

 


